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with the divine help of 5'rzkrsna.

According to the epic in the final battle ofArjunawith Kama,
the latter's chariot gets stuck-up in the ground. When Arjuna is
about to attack him Kama appeals to Arjuna to adhere to Dharma.
Then 5'nkrsna gives a suitable reply to Kama and directs Arjuna to
kill him. Intricacies of Dharma may justify Arjuna's behaviour here.
But generally it is considered by many as a blot on the otherwise
praise- worthy heroism of Arjuna. (n this Kdvya Agastya clears
Arjuna from such an embarassing charge. He says that Arjuna kills
Karpa in a fair and straight fight. Thus the character of Arjuna is
elevated by Agastya here.

When Dharmaja orders Arjuna to escort the ladies of5'r?krsna
to the city of Hastina, the heroic egotism of Arjuna receives a severe
set-back. Hitherto Arjuna has never experienced any defeat. But
now he can not even protect the ladies from the foresters. Tt is a
lesson for him. Agastya clearly depicts the feelings of Arjuna in
that context.

In the Mahdprastdna Arjuna falls down after Nakula. On the
enquiries of Bhima to know the reasons for that, Dharmaja says
that Arjuna has fallen down because of his egotism and slight for
other kings and Heroes of the world. This observation of Dharmaja
provides an insight into the real essence of the heroic personality
of Arjuna.

Agastya takes sufficient care to see that every activity of Arjuna
described in this Kdvya subserves the cause of Dharma.

V1LL1AN DURYODHANA THE JEALOUS:

Duryodhana is the yRi-ii^: or the antoganist to the hero Dhar-
maja. As Sukthankar puts it "we find in Duryodhana determination
combined with envy, hate, cruelty, and unsScrupulousness".^ Jeal-
ousy, maliciousness and duplicity arc the elements of his character.
These characteristic traits of Duryodhana of the epic are clearly
manifested in BALABHARATA also. Tn carving out the charac-
ter of Duryodhana Agastya exhibits a special care. It is to he noted
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